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C 3mmercial Pmpertj es 
1 This winter, DOE will conduct 

g mma and radon testing at 16 com- 
i I ?rcial properties in the Maywood 
area. Characterizations were conducted 
6 
I 

these properties during the 198Os, 
. d the new series of tests will help to 
determine whether radiological condi- 
t 1 ns have changed since then. Owners 
of the properties will be contacted 
c [ring the next month to discuss prop- 
l4 y access for conducting the tests and 
t 

s 

answer any questions they may have. 
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Ffrsm the Site Manager 
As the holidays approach, we would like to thank the 

residents of the Maywood area for their cooperation and 

interest in FUSRAP activities through the year. We look for- 

ward to the resolution of the dispute between EPA and DOE, 

and sharing DOE’s proposed plan for cleanup of the Maywood 
site with the public once the dispute is resolved. As we move 
forward with site activities, we will continue to stress the 
importance of public involvement. It is through this spirit of 
cooperation that the work can be accomplished in a much 

more efficient and community-sensitive manner. We welcome 
your thoughts and comments and will continue to enlist your 
assistance as we proceed with the work. 

Once again, thank you for your support. 

Susan M. Cange 
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Maywood Site Environmental Report Discussed 

An information session was held at the Maywood DOE 
Public Information Center on September 28 to discuss the 
1992 environmental report for the Maywood Interim Storage 

Site. Environmental monitoring results indicate that air, 
surface water, and groundwater conditions at the site have 
not changed from recent years. The materials at the site 
remain stable and do not present any threat to public health 
under current use of the site. The following chart presents a 
comparison of 1992 results with DOE and other federal 
guidelines. 

Comparison of 1992 Results to DOE Guidelines 
Maywood Interim Storage Site 

. . 
DOE Guldellnes 1992 Results* 

Radon in Air 
Thoron in Air 

3.0 pCi/L CO.4 pCi/L 

External Gamma Radiation 
3.0 pCi/L 1.4 pCi/L 

Dose (above background) 
100 mrem/yr 0.6 mrem/yr 

Surface 
Groundwater= 

Thorium-232 in Water 50 pCi/L 1 .SpCi/L 0.2 pCi/L 

Total Uranium in Water 
Radium-226 in Water 

30 pCi/L 
20 pCi/L 

3.3 pCi/L 0.4 pCi/L 
0.5 pCi/L 0.3 pCi/L 

. . 
Thorium-232 in Surface Soils 

POE Guldellnes 

Radium-226 in Surface Soil 
5 pCi/g 1 .O pCi/g 
5 pCi/g 0.5 pci/g 

l All results are annual averages: individual results 
are slightly above or below these numbers. w 

DOE and EPA Disagree- 
Over Soil Ckanup Crflerja - 

Earlier this year, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) took issue with the I 
cleanup standards to be used at the FUSRAP 
site in Maywood, New Jersey. Because the 
Maywood site has been designated as an EPA - 
Superfund site, the cleanup there must be 
conducted in accordance with an agreement 

-_ between DOE and EPA and cannot proceed 
until the dispute is resolved. 

DOE’s cleanup standards were adapted - 
from standards developed by EPA and are the 
same for Maywood as for all FUSRAP sites and 
many other DOE and EPA sites. The standards - 
specify that the top 6 inches of soil at a 
remediated site should contain no more than __ 
an average of 5 picocuries per gram (pCi/g) of 
radioactivity and that soil deeper than 6 inches 
should contain an average of no more than -- 
15 pCi/g. However, EPA maintains that the 
standard of 5 pCi/g should be used regardless 
of depth of contamination. DOE believes that -- 
its proposed standard is protective using 
reasonable assumptions for future land use. In _ 
addition, DOE believes that the stricter stan- 
dard would not provide significantly greater 
health protection and that the time and cost - 
required to meet the stricter standard would 
have a major impact on cleanup schedules and 
costs. - 

DOE and EPA have been unable to reach 
an agreement on cleanup standards for the __ 
site. The next step is for EPA’s Regional Ad- 
ministrator to write his decision on the dis- 
pute. If DOE does not agree with the decision, -- 
it will then have 21 days to elevate the dispute 
to EPA’s Administrator and the Secretary of 
Energy. Both agencies hope to have this issue - 
resolved before the end of the winter. 

Although the dispute is centered on - 
cleanup of the Maywood site, ultimately the 
cost and schedule for cleanup at all FUSRAP 
and other DOE and EPA sites can be affected - 
by the final decision. 
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H o w  M u c h  is T h a t?  
C o n c e n trat ions o f rad ioact ive 

con ta m i n a n ts a r e  o fte n  m e a s u r e d  
in  p icocur ies  p e r  lite r  (pCi /L)  o r  
p icocur ies  p e r  g r a m  (pci ig).  H a v e  
you  eve r  w o n d e r e d  h o w  la rge  
th e s e  a m o u n ts a r e ?  

H o w  m u c h  is a  p icocur ie  p e r  
g r a m  (pCi /g)?  First o f all, a  cur ie  is 
th e  a m o u n t o f radioact iv i ty in  o n e  
g r a m  o f p u r e  r a d i u m . A  p icocur ie  
is o n e  tr i l l ionth o f a  cur ie.  T o  p u t 
th a t a m o u n t in  pe rspec tive , 
cons ider  th a t if th e  e a r th  w e r e  

d i a m e te r , th e  “p ica  e a r th ” w o u l d  b e  ? “‘-” rt‘w o u l d  b e  o n e  sixth o f th e  thick- 
smal le r  th a n  a  speck o f dus t. In  fact, ness  o f a  h u m a n  hair .  

“This  d iscuss ion is part ia l ly adap ted  f rom a  f lyer pub l i shed  by  the D o w  Chemica l  Company .  

1  Mi l l icur ie  A m o u n t  used  for a  b ra in  o r  
l iver scan  

1  Mic rocur ie  A m o u n t  used  in  thyroid tests 

1  Nanocur ie  C o n s u m e r  products  
(such as  s m o k e  detectors)  

1  P icocur ie  Backg round  env i ronmenta l  levels  

E P A ’s V O R C E  soi l  wash ing  system 

,F!e a n u p  T e c h n o logy 
L  D O E  is invest igat ing th e  use  o f soi l  wash ing , a n  
excit ing, i nnova tive  techno logy , fo r  c lean ing  u p  

L  
jn tamina ted  soi l  a t F U S R A P  sites. Rad ioac tive  

con ta m inat ion a d h e r e s  to  fin e  p a r ticles o f silt a n d  
‘3 ~ . S o il wash ing  works  by  s e p a r a tin g  th e s e  fin e  

1  a ter ia ls  f rom coarser  c o m p o n e n ts o f rocks a n d  
s a n d . This  p rocess  has  th e  p o te n tia l  to  save  c l e a n u p  

L  IlIa rs  by  concen trat ing con ta m i n a n ts into a  smal l  
p o r tio n  o f th e  to ta l  soi l  vo l ume  fo r  d isposal .  

I 

This  p h o to  shows  a  pi lot  p l a n t or ig inal ly  deve l -  

-  

o p e d  by  E P A  to  eva lua te  p o te n tia l  use  o f th is tech -  
no logy  a t th e  M o n tcla i r  S u p e r - fu n d  S ite . It is ca l led  
th e  V O R C E  soi l  wash ing  system, wh ich  uses  a  vo lume  
leduct ion/chemica l  extract ion process  th a t has  b e e n  
app l i ed  to  m in ing  o p e r a tions  fo r  m inera ls  a n d  coal .  
A lth o u g h  th e  process  was  n o t e ffect ive o n  M o n tcla i r  
soi l  types , E P A  has  conduc te d  s o m e  pre l im inary  
l abo ra tory  tests o n  F U S R A P  soils, a n d  th e  init ial 
resul ts a r e  very p romis ing  fo r  reduc ing  l a rge  vo lumes  
o f rad ioact ive soil. 
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nvjt.e Us to Speak for You! 
DOE is pleased to announce the formation of a speaker’s bureau as part 

f its ongoing efforts to share news and information with members of the 
JUbk. The speaker’s bureau includes members of the DOE team responsible 
or cleanup efforts. 

These professionals are now available and eager to speak to your 
Jrganization or school on topics of interest to you such as radiation in the 
?nvironment, the Maywood site history, or DOE’s plans for cleanup. 

To schedule a 
speaker for your 
group, please 
contact Lee Woods, 
Information Co- 
ordinator, at the 
DOE Public Informa- 
tion Center, (201) 
843-7466. We look 
forward to speaking 
for you! 

For more information, 
please contact: 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Public Information Center 
43 West Pleasant Avenue 
Maywood, NJ 07607 
(201) 843-7466 

Office hours: 
Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday 
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

- 

_d 

Or call and leave a message 
on our toll-free public access 
line at I-800-253-9759 
and we will promptly return 
your call. 

You may also write to: 
Ms. Susan Cange 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Former Sites Restoration 
Division 
P.O. Box 2001 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 
37831-8723 

_- 

DOE Public Information Center 
43 West Pleasant Avenue 
Maywood, NJ 07607 
(201) 843-7466 

-- 
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